











Here’s a little background to the Dover case. In that public school
district, teachers were required to read a four-paragraph statement
to students, informing them that intelligent design is an alternative
theory to Darwinian evolution and that if they were interested, they
could read about intelligent design by going to the school library and
picking up a book titled Of Pandas and People.** Many intelligent
design advocates, including Seattle’s Discovery Institute, the leading
ID think tank, did not endorse the compulsory reading of that state-
ment. Also, many teachers who are sympathetic to design consider
such a statement to be a poor educational practice. If a topic is that
important, teachers should not just direct students to a book about
it, but teach it properly.

In his decision, which he delivered in December 20, 2005, Judge
Jones made numerous incorrect statements about ID.* For example,
he falsely claimed that design theorists have published no articles
on ID in peer-reviewed scientific journals. Actually, such articles
existed at the time, and Judge Jones knew of them.* For these rea-
sons and many more, the authors of Traipsing into Evolution (a book
about the Dover case) conclude, “When cross-checked against the
evidence and arguments presented in the court record, many of
Judge Jones’ key assertions turn out to be erroneous, contradictory,
or irrelevant.”*

Jones’s main distinction before being appointed a federal judge
was to serve as chairman of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board.
As neither a scientist nor a scholar, he was ill-equipped to preside
over this case. It won't be the last on intelligent design.

Why Is Intelligent Design So Important?

I (Sean) often use the following exercise to help my students
reflect on what they believe and why. To begin, I ask them to write
down all the reasons people believe what they do. Typically, students
give lots of reasons—parents, tradition, Scripture, friends, media,
comfort, science, consistency, and so on.

After compiling an extensive list, I then ask which of the reasons
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for belief are actually valid. In other words, Why should you believe
something? After we probe each answer, it becomes clear that rea-
sons such as “what makes me happy” (psychological), “the people
I like” (sociological), and “my church teaches this” (religious) are
not enough. Parents, teachers, friends, religious books, and entire
cultures can be mistaken. Comforting beliefs can be false and some-
times even harmful. Scripture and religious authorities are worth
believing only if their teachings are true.

As a result of this exercise, most students realize that many of
their core beliefs have not been formed by weighing the merits of
various options and thereby coming to the most reasonable conclu-
sion. They’re not alone. We are all, at times, guilty of faulty thinking.
We let ourselves be persuaded for emotional and self-serving reasons
rather than by an unbiased examination of the evidence.

This brings us to the main point of this section and the key point
of this chapter: Inztelligent design is so important because the evidence for
it is compelling, but Darwinists suppress that evidence to promote a natu-
ralistic worldview. People left to themselves believe that the world is
designed. Darwinian propagandists then come along and tell them
that Darwin’s theory has done away with the need for design (and
if there is no design, there is no God). But in fact the evidence is
against Darwin’s theory. Intelligent design lays out that evidence
and presents an exciting scientific alternative to it. In the following
chapters, we will explain how this is so.

WELCOME TO THE DEBATE 29

Copyrighted material





